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Pukeiti Arrival of Spring

R. arboreum ‘Kermesinum’

The sun shone on and off today; the
first tulip opened heralding a whiff
of spring. The past winter has
seemed colder than usual and rain
heavier, often leaving grey skies.
Flowering of some species,
including the camellias and large-
leaf rhododendrons at Pukeiti, was
later than usual but a few warm
days as spring arrives will see
more rhododendrons and azaleas
inbloom. They're well budded.

Some members’ activities have been
cancelled because of the weather, but
others have been most successful. The
opening of the new hybrid block
lookout, funded by the Trust and
supported by bequests from Wendy
and Tom Cassie, and Ted and Lois
Frankham, on the fine Autumn
Members' Day, was a highlight. The
guided walk, ‘Ferns, the treasures of
Pukeiti’, was cancelled because of the
persistent rain but a later walk
investigating notable forest trees led by
Heather Robson in July was well

attended and enjoyed. One of the
notable trees was a venerable, large,
over 20m in height, kamahi
(Weinmannia racemosa), festooned
with epiphytes. Kamahi is the most
common of our native trees and is the
canopy or sub-canopy tree associated
with most forest types, (except on drier
sites in the east) from Manukau
Harbour to Stewart Island. There are 2
Weinmannia species in New Zealand,
and 190 throughout the world,
distributed from Madagascar across
the Indian Ocean to Malaysia and the
Pacific Islands. The seeds are wind
dispersed.

The Mid-winter Lunch, well attended
by over 40 members, was held at the
Plymouth International Hotel. After the
meal John McCullough, owner and
operator of Egmont Seeds, world leader
in processing, packaging and
distributing seeds, entertained us with
anoutline of the scope of his company.
Few would realise that behind a high
hedge on Frankley Rd, New Plymouth,

R. Jack Anderson’

and a small metre-long notice bearing
the name Egmont Seeds is the centre in
which most seeds sold in New Zealand,
except those of Kings, are packaged.
The Company imports seeds from
around the world.

Half-a-dozen members gathered on
Propagation Day to pot plants which
had been featured mainly in the Keiller
Garden, to grow on ready for members
to purchase. The list of these will be
included with the Autumn Newsletter.
There are some real treasures among
them.

The committee is concerned about the
high cost of freight, which is now
charged, and we are investigating ways
inwhich this could be reduced. The best
way, of course, is for members to pick
up their orders at the Autumn Meeting,
towhich you are all welcome.

In August the walk through the
large-leafed rhododendrons in the
Valley of the Giants was most
informative. Ross Gladwell, who is the
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gardener responsible for this section of
the garden, was the guide. Other
members enjoyed the plantings from
‘The Buggy’ driven by Bruce Gray, a
volunteer driver. The magnificent
plants, some now over 25m in height,
while not in full flower were spectacular
and easily viewed from the track
through foreground clearings. The main
species planted in the rainforest
throughout the valley is Rhododendron
protistum. Grown from seed sourced
from gardens in the UK, most have
cream flowers touched with pink and
are now thought to be hybrids. Since
their planting during the late fifties,
some have succumbed to the fungus
Phytophthora.

The most spectacular were the pink-
flowered true species like the specimen
at the foot of the Giant Rata stump which
was previously known as R. giganteum,
the clone now named R. protistum
‘Pukeiti’. The main plant died from the
fungus infection. It was grown from
seed collected by Kingdon Ward in 1953.
Other scions either grafted or grown
from layers have been placed in various
sites around the garden ensuring that
this clone survives.

Seen close to the original plant is a
magnificent hybrid named ‘Gordon
Collier’. Another hybrid R. Jack
Anderson’, named for along-serving
secretary of the Trust, also caught the
eye. Rhododendron were not the only
giants seen along the way. The large
specimens of Magnolia campbellii,
originally gifted by Douglas Cook, were
beginning to bloom, and one variety M.
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C. pitardii

R. protistum x

campbellii ssp mollicomata, on the
Richardson Walk was in full flower.

In full flower too, on the drive opposite

the café, was R. arboreum 'Kermesinum’

dressed in brilliant red.

amellia Society Visit

Several other big-leafed rhododendrons
are still to flower. It is worth a visit
during the next few weeks to see these
magnificent plants.

Lynn Bublitz

Acting Chair of Members Committee

The NZ Camellia Annual Show,
Convention and Reunion was held in
New Plymouth, organised by the
North Taranaki Camellia group. A
visit to Pukeiti was a highlight of the
programme which included visits to
six other gardens. Pukeiti holds a
collection of eighty different
camellias, many Taranaki raised
hybrids, like ‘Softly’ which was in
full bloom, and unusual species
including C. polydonta in the Larcom
Walk, C. pitardii in the drive; and
spectacular C. reticulata hybrids ‘San
Marino, ‘Applause’ and ‘Francie
behind the Lodge.




Activities
Still To Come

SPRING GARDEN TOUR
TRIP TO KIMBOLTON
SUNDAY 5 OCTOBER

The committee decided this year to
replace visits to local gardens, which
certainly have been successful, with a
bus trip to Kimbolton to visit Heritage
Park and Cross Hills.

The bus will leave the Tupare carpark
at8am, arriving back at Tupare at
approx. 8pm. Arrangements will be
made to pick up members on the way:

Inglewood, 8.15am by the toilet on the
main street past the rhododendron

Stratford, 8.30am Caltex Petrol Station
Eltham, 8.45am BP Service Station
Hawera, 9.05am Water Tower
Wanganui, 10.20am Virginia Lake

Bring a picnic lunch which we will have
at Heritage Park. Tea, coffee,hot water
and milk will be provided. Please bring
your own cups and cutlery.

Ifyou intend to go, please email your
name and where you will be joining the
tour, to the Members’ Committee
Secretary, Sandie Gray:
brucesandiegray@slingshot.co.nz

Cost which includes garden entry to
Cross Hills and the suggested donation
to Heritage Park is $60.

Please pay this to the Pukeiti bank
account: 15-393-0497531-00 by
Wednesday, October 1.

The opening of the Hybrid Block Lookout

Cross Hills Garden in November

SPRING MEMBERS’
DAY AND AGM
SATURDAY 18 OCTOBER

9.45am ‘The Buggy’ will be at the
gates.

10am: Meet at the Lodge. Tea and
coffee will be available.

10.30am: Guided walks. ‘The Buggy’
will be available.

12noon: Pot-luck Lunch, Douglas
Cook Room. Please bring finger
food to share - this is a tradition
since the Trust’s first AGM in 1951.

1.30pm: AGM (The last monthly
newsletter included the full agenda).

The agenda includes the following
resolution:

‘“That funding of up to $50,000 per
annum be allocated from the Trust
Fund to support a new garden
apprentice position in the Pukeiti
Gardens for a period of three years.

2pm Guest Speaker, Simon Upton,
Parliamentary Commissioner for
the environment.

With decades of leadership
experience Simon brings a rare
insight into the challenges and
opportunities that lie ahead for our
natural world. Simon is a long-time
member of Pukeiti.

2025 GARDEN TOUR
(RHODENZA 2025)

CAMBRIDGE, FRIDAY
OCTOBER 31 TO MONDAY
NOVEMBER 3.

Pukeiti members are warmly invited to

attend.

Details and booking information at:
www.rhododendron.org.nz/
conference/ future conferences/

2025 Garden Tour

BASED IN
CAMBRIDGE, NEW ZEALAND
31 OCTOBER 2025 - 03 NOVEMBER 2025

CENTURIA TARANAKI
GARDEN FESTIVAL AND
TARANAKI FRINGE
GARDEN FESTIVAL

FRIDAY OCTOBER 31 TO
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 9

During the festivals the Trust will host
visitors in the Lodge. If you can assist
by being a host for one of those days or
part day, please contact the Members’
Committee Secretary. We hope to
promote membership.




Photos taken end of August at Pukeiti

R. arboreum ssp. albotomentosum ‘Mt Victoria'

October

DATE TBC
Members’ Sub-committee Meeting

SUN 5
Visit to Heritage Park and Cross Hills

FRI 17
PRT Committee (Board) Meeting

SAT 18
Spring Members’' Day & AGM

Guest Speaker, Simon Upton,
Parliamentary Commissioner for the
environment.

Pukeiti Library

The catalogue of books can be
accessed at the following site
www.librarycat.org/lib/Pukeiti

Pukeiti

Pukeiti Rhododendron Trust Inc.

Postal address: PO Box 1066
New Plymouth 4340

Location: 2290 Carrington Rd. RD4

Secretary Phone 021 450 770

Anne Clough pukeiti@pukeiti.com

Chairperson

Gordon Bailey gordon.bailey@codc.govt.nz

R. arboreum - grown from wild seed
collected by Ron Gordon
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October

FRI OCT 31 - MON NOV 3
NZRA Conference Cambridge
2025 Garden Tour
(Rhodenza 2025)

FRI OCT 31 - SUN NOV 9
Centuria Taranaki Garden Festival
and Taranaki Fringe Garden Festival
Volunteers needed for hosting duties
in the Lodge over the festival

R.'Chrysomanicum’

Members’ Activities 2025

November

TUE 18
Members’ Sub-committee Meeting

WED 26
Journal Posting

December

THU 11

RSVPs close for Christmas BBQ

SAT 13

Christmas BBQ

Working Bees

On Wednesday mornings, a group of members get together
to help the garden staff. If you'd like to join in—once,
occasionally or every week—we meet at 9.00am or after
morning tea at 10.15am,outside the staff quarters.

— Contact TRC for Lodge and Pikopiko Bookings
&=

Taranaki
Regional Council TARANAKI REGIONAL COUNCIL www.trc.govt.nz
Office hours Mon-Fri 8am - 5pm  Email info@tre.govt.nz
Postal address Private  Environmental hotline 0800 736 222
B 1 fi 2
ag 713, Stratford 435 Regional gardens regional.gardens@trc.govt.nz

www.pukeiti.org.nz
is worth a look!

Location 47 Cloten Road, Stratford 4332

Stuart Robertson

Phone

0800 736 222

Phone: (06) 765 7127
Mobile: 027 279 2976

(06) 7657127 Andrew Brooker

Phone: (06) 765 7127
Mobile 0210 264 4060




